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Abstract

The expansion of tourism, without considering the indicators of economic, social, cultural
and environmental sustainability, has created new challenges for the sustainable
development in various types of tourism, especially rural tourism. The important point in
sustainability of this type of tourism is that rural tourism should be community based and
can contribute to the empowerment of the local community as the main operators and
stakeholders. Therefore, the present research studies on the role of rural tourism in
economic and social empowerment of local Community; case of Sar-Agha Seyed Village
in Kouhrang County as one of tourism target villages in Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari
province in order to get command of the existing issues and to be aware of existing
problems so that we can start planning in this regard and reduce the negative effects
raised by the host community and strengthen the positive aspects of this activity.

The present study is a descriptive-analytical survey in terms of method. It is also an
applied survey in terms of purpose, an in-depth study in terms of extent, a micro study in
terms of range and a periodical study in terms of time. The statistical population in this
study is 380 households living in Sar-Agha Seyed Village. 100 households were selected
by simple random sampling method. The required information and data were collected by
library and field researches. The data collection tool in this study was a researcher-made
questionnaire. Questionnaires were completed through interviews with sample people.
The validity test of the questionnaire in this study was figurative and content and expert
opinions were used to validate it. Also the reliability of the questionnaire was measured
by Cronbach's Alpha model in which the value of alpha was calculated to be 0.872. SPSS
statistical software was used to describe and explain the data. Data analysis was
performed in two sections: descriptive and inferential. In the descriptive statistics section,
the data were analyzed by setting one-dimensional tables of frequency distribution,
charting, and using central tendencies such as Average. In inferential statistics section the
obtained information was analyzed by using exploratory factor and correlation analysis.
Findings of factor analysis extracted 8 effective factors and the most important factor
called "strengthening the economic ability of the household”. This important factor
showed that rural tourism has the greatest impact, first on economic empowerment and
then on social empowerment of the residents of Sar-Agha Seyed Village. However, the
impact of rural tourism on the social empowerment of the local community has been
greater in terms of extent. Moreover, as a result of comparing the correlation between the
objective and practical experience of tourism activities with the dimensions of its effects
on economic and social empowerment, this analysis showed that the most positive and
significant correlation with 41.2% and 99% significance was between tourism experience
and strengthening the economic ability of the household (the household economic
empowerment).
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