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ANATOMY

The external genitalia of the mare are the perineum and the vulva. The perineum is defined as the region bound
dorsally by the base of the tail, laterally by the semimembranosus muscles and sacrosciatic ligaments, and
ventrally by the ventral commissure of the vulva (Figure 61-1). The vulva includes the two labia and the clitoris.
The external orifice of the vulva is typically 12 to 15 cm long. The labia of the vulva in their normal position
should be vertical and meet dorsally to form the dorsal commissure, which is located just ventral to the anus. The
labia should meet ventrally to form the ventral commissure, which should be located caudal and ventral to the
ischial arch. Approximately two thirds of the vulvar cleft should be ventral to the ischial arch. Normally, the labia
of the vulva are muscular and resist manual separation. The constrictor vulvae muscle lies deep to the skin of the
labia. The internal pudendal vessels provide vascular supply to the vulva, its labia, and the clitoris. The pudendal
and caudal rectal nerves provide motor innervation to the muscles of the vestibule and vulva.4 These nerves also
supply sensory fibers to the mucous membrane of the vulva and the skin of the labia.
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