42.2 Assessment of Auditory and Spoken-Language Abilities
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Jayden was seen quarterly for audiologic assessment, hearing aid checks, and evaluation of aided hearing
performance. Data logging indicated that he used his hearing aids during all waking hours. He also frequently
used a remote microphone system, particularly in the classroom and in noisy situations. Despite his and his
family’s diligence with full-time hearing technology use and attendance to all audiology and Auditory-Verbal
therapy sessions, his LSLS expressed concern that Jayden’s speech and language progress was not occurring at a
rate necessary for him to develop a level of competency required to succeed academically and to develop
relationships with his peers. She also noted that he continued to only produce approximations of many English
words and that he often omitted consonants in the initial and/ or final word position, particularly fricatives.

Standardized speech and language assessment conducted near his 10th birthday revealed significant delays in

speech and language development (see » Table 42.1).
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Throughout his first year of audiologic monitoring, his low-frequency hearing sensitivity remained unchanged,
but he experienced slight progression of his hearing loss (see PFig. 42.2). Of note, real ear probe microphone

measures were conducted in an attempt to match the output of his hearing aids to the DSL 5.0 prescriptive target
for children. Audiologic assessment conducted near his 10th birthday was consistent with a slight low-frequency
hearing loss sloping to a severe mid- to high-frequency hearing loss. Aided speech recognition assessment found
poor word recognition in quiet and poor sentence recognition in noise (see P Table 42.2). Also, aided sound-field
warble tone thresholds indicated insufficient audibility throughout the mid- to highfrequency speech range. Of
note, nonverbal 1Q assessment was conducted and revealed that Jayden is an exceptionally bright child with no

cognitive delays.
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