Immediately after the publication of The Ancien Régime and the Revolution, expressing his
agreement and admiration, Lieber observed that the book as a whole was a historical running
commentary on the analysis of ‘Gallican’ political tendencies he had already developed.110
Obviously, a degree of boasting is not absent. Yet we should understand the German American
liberal’s point of view. In 1849 he had underlined the continuity between Louis XIV and the
1789 revolution, and between it and Napoleon Bonaparte and the 1848 Revolution. It was a
history utterly pervaded by the ideal of ‘equality’ and the ‘concentration’ and ‘centralization of
power’, the ‘organization’ and generalized ‘interference of public power’, with a consequent
inevitable sacrifice of freedom, ‘individualism’ and the principle of the ‘limitation of
government’. By contrast, the latter was at the heart of the concerns and aspirations of the
‘Britannic race’ or ‘Anglican race’ i.e. England and the United States.111 We are, I repeat, in
1849; and at this time de Tocqueville confined himself to an indictment of socialism. While ‘on
many points’ it had a different orientation from the ‘ancien régime’, it had inherited ‘the
opinion that the only wisdom lies in the state’. But the partial and limited continuity established
here did not in any way include the French Revolution. In fact, in his anti-socialist polemic, de
Tocqueville did not hesitate to refer to Robespierre: Flee ... flee the old mania ... of wanting to
govern excessively; allow individuals, allow families the right freely to do anything that does not
harm others; allow the communes the right to manage their own affairs; in a word, restore to
the liberty of individuals everything that has illegitimately been taken from them, everything
that does not of necessity pertain to the public authority.112
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