2. Methods
2.1. Context review

Sanandaj is the capital town of Kurdistan Province with geographical coordinates of 35° 20’ north,
47° 18’ east of Greenwich meridian, and 15° west of Tehran meridian (Fig. 1) (Statistical Center
of Iran, 2011b). According to the latest national census in 2011, its population was 373,987
(Statistical Center of Iran, 2011a). The population growth rate was 3.7%, compared with that in
2006, and 9.2%, compared with that in 1956, when the first census was done. However, the
urbanization ratio, which was 15.23% in 1956, increased to 83.36% in 2011. These figures indicate
the rapid growth of urbanization, urban expansion, overuse of resources, and the lack of balance
and equilibrium in urban development. The first urban guide plan was prepared in 1959 with a
physical approach, followed by the first urban master plan in 1973, which proposed gridiron plan
for urban physical development by creating new neighborhoods. The second master plan was
prepared in 1984, and it was revised in 2006. The aforementioned plans had merely a physical

view, and they were not much successful in attaining sustainable development purposes.
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