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THE GREAT rationalist prophets of secularization, both during the eighteenth-century Enlightenment and
after, have been proved wrong in at least two respects. First, the secularization of social life has been

slower, less complete and less radical than they predicted. Not only has the last king not yet been strangled
with the entrails of the last priest; it now looks as if the last king will be transmuted far less excitingly,

if at all. And secondly, whereas the thinkers of the Enlightenment looked forward to a time when the
superstitious interpretation of human existence embodied in Christianity would be replaced by a rational
interpretation of man and nature, what has actually happened is that Christianity-insofar as it has lost its
hold-has in advanced industrial communities not been replaced by anything at all. It is not, as the
Enlightenment hoped, that the great questions about God and immortality, freedom and morality, to which
religion once returned answers, now receive instead a new set of secular, atheistic answers. It is rather that
the questions themselves are increasingly no longer asked, that men are largely deprived of any over-all
interpretation of existence. They are not atheists or humanists in any active sense; they are merely not
theists.
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